cells. Buccal smear was chromatin positive, but no cells had more than one sex chromatin body.
In a survey of sex chromosome abnormalities among 1,758 patients with severe mental retardation De La Chapelle (i963) found an i8-year-old boy with an IQ of 30, who was first reported as having 49 chromosomes and a sex chromosome constitution of XXXxY with deletion of the major part of the long arm of one X chromosome in I05 out of II0 cells, but later interpreted as a case of 49 XXXXY and autosomal translocation 6-I2/4-5 (A. De La Chapelle, i965, personal communication). Valencia, Sonnenschein, Bur, and de Lozzio (I964) described a case of Klinefelter's syndrome with chromosome mosaicism of the type XxY (47) in 21 cells, Xx (46) in IS cells, and XY (46) in 21 cells. The extra small chromosome described as deleted X long arm is, however, judged from the karyotype published, more similar to the chromosomes in the I3-15 group, and it is either total deletion of the long arm of one X or trisomy [13] [14] [15] . The authors mention, however, that the patient fits better clinically in the Klinefelter group than in the autosomal I3-I5 trisomy group. No chromatin bodies were found in buccal smears on this patient.
Materials and Methods
In a nuclear sexing study of patients in a mental hospital, among I,570 males i6 cases of chromatin- Gropp, von Krosigk, Odunjo, Zander, Kern, and Buntru, I963) . This might indicate that a factor for sex chromatin manifestation is located in the long arm of X. The size of the sex chromatin mass was within normal range. Jacobs et al. (I96o) found that the sex chromatin mass was smaller than usual in deletion of the major part of the X in a female patient with triple-X syndrome.
A reason for discrepancies in the size of sex chromatin bodies in patients with deletion X might be that only the region adjacent to the centromere is inactivated. The size of the sex chromatin body would then depend on the extension of the deletion in relation to the centromere. Another reason for sex chromatin bodies of normal size in the present case might be that the deleted X was not the inactivated X as it must have been in the case with smaller sex chromatin bodies described by Jacobs et al.
(I960). Book Reviews student, it should prove acceptable to geneticists not actually working in this discipline, for the book is beautifully organized and the text refreshingly concise. It supplements most usefully the corresponding sections in Whitehouse's book, reflecting as it does things under discussion as well as knowledge fully established.
The subtitle of Dr. and Mrs. Beadle's book, The Language of Life, is, 'An introduction to the science of genetics'. The book is, however, more than that. It is a lucid account of biology in general, starting with the origin and evolution of life, a subject to which some 50 pages are devoted. Mendelian genetics is discussed in another quarter of the book. 
